The door of hope of our nostalgia — Aghdam 


The tours of the representatives of public, journalists to the territories liberated 

from the Armenian occupation still continue. Such tours have great importance in 
terms of declaring the actions committed by the Armenian vandals to the world 
public. 
The world must see the realities, must know the invaders, and the invaders must 
be deservedly punished. The tour arranged on August 16,2021 by the Agency of 
State Support to Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) for more than 70 
representatives of NGO to Aghdam served this purpose. The chairman of the 
Council of Education of the Azerbaijan Republic - Samir Mehdi-zadeh represented 
the Council and as secretary I represented the organization. My participation in that 
tour helped me to see the vandalism of the invaders and stimulated me to write 
this article. I think that with this article I will be able to contribute to the expansion 
of information of my readers about the existing situation of Aghdam. I am grateful 
to everybody who invited me to take part in that tour which was written on my 
memory as the best tour of my life 


Every inch of those lands is our wealth 


We set our way from Barda to Aghdam. While passing through Barda city we 
remember with deep sorrow the spirits of the peaceful inhabitants who became 
martyrs by the rocket attack of the Armenians during 44-day Patriotic War, we 
pray for them sleep in peace. Barda is one of the heroic cities that felt the pains, 
aches of 44-day Patriotic war in its spirit and body. Both in the First Patriotic War 
and 44-day Patriotic war, this city shielded its chest against the enemies, embraced 
the refugees and the displaced kindly. 

We pass through “the touch-line” that was already left in the past and enter the 
territory of Aghdam. Along the way we see the heavy techniques, road-builders 
working avidly despite of dust or hot weather and believe that soon the government 
of Azerbaijan will finish renovation process in Qarabagh, the inhabitants will live a 
happy life there. All around look like a building site. We rebuild our home, and 
wait impatiently for the day to move our home. The workers smiling wave their 
hands to the passengers of the busses. From the expression on their faces it is 
obviously felt that they are pleased with their job. The graves of the martyrs on the 
sides of roads draw my attention. Aghdam is the city that gave the most martyrs 
during the First Qarabagh War. Here you are afraid even to take a step, because it 
is possible to trample on a martyr’s grave, or disturb the spirit of a martyr. Empty 
lands are stretching out all around as far as we can see. The faded grass, dust, fruit 
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trees- all these are our wealth. So many agricultural products can be cultivated 
here. This grey visible land is wheat, potato, onion, in one word, it is abundant 
blessing. The lands which seem grey are the places of jobs for hundreds of people 
, places to earn their livings, their breath, the ties that bind them to life. They say 
that the Armenians also planted wheat there. It appears that the need for wheat of 
Armenia was met thanks to the fertile lands of Azerbaijan. For now these lands are 
dangerous. The Armenian vandals have buried about more than 100 thousand 
mines there. It is true, the government of Azerbaijan got the map of the buried 
mines, but it is obvious that it will take much time to clean the lands from this 
secret death. 


Qarabagh University will be born in Aghdam, like a “science” and 
“education” child of this enlightening city, too. 


In all the periods of the history Aghdam was the centre of education, 
culture and art. The miraculous Aghdam land gave eminent personalities and 
historical figures to the Azerbaijan and the world culture, world science. These 
outstanding figures represented and represent Azerbaijan in the world with dignity. 
Scientists coming from the educational environment, artists coming from the art 
and cultural environment of Aghdam prove the city to be the centre of science and 
education. To my mind, Garabagh University will be born in Aghdam, like a 
“science” and “education” child of this enlightening city. It will be born to create a 
science temple which will be based on rich traditions and solid foundations... 


Even the ruins of Aghdam are nice 


The spirit of Aghdam lives in its history, in its culture, in the deeds of the eminent 
personalities whom it had endowed to the history. It is impossible to kill that spirit, 
to bury it under the dust of the history. While passing through the buildings and 
graves ruined by the Armenian invaders I remembered a shot from the film 
“Nasimi”, the production of Azerbaijanfilm film studio. The cut head of Dovlet 
bey is thrown in front of Shems who admires him. Seeing the cut head of Dovlet 
bey Shems says: “Even the dead body of Dovlet bey is nice.” 

Though Dovlet bey was killed physically he had risen to the top of eternity for 
those who loved him. In my eyes Aghdam enlivened like the city which was ruined 
physically but gained eternity with its spirit. Yes, it was enlivened in my eyes. As 
if the knocked down, ruined palaces, big houses, tombs, mosques return to their 
previous form, and open their doors to the native persons- to the inhabitants of 
Aghdam. Again the former days return: mugham is heard from a distance, neighing 
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of the horses, the sounds of sparking horseshoes are ringing in the ears. The 
inhabitants of Aghdam are returning to their homes. Suddenly I wake up from my 
dreams. I see that what I felt wasn’t a dream but the truth. My heart is full of the 
feelings of gratitude to those who endowed us these happy days full of victory. 


Which nation has ‘the culture” to knock down the graves? 


The Armenian vandals ruined everything in Aghdam. They ruined mosques, 
schools, culture homes, kindergartens and even the theatre. It is impossible to hide 
their cruel actions. In order to respect culture, history one must be cultural. How 
can we expect culture from the Armenian vandals? They rusticate vandalism to 
their children, not the spiritual values. In their lexicon and upbringing conception 
there isn’t respect to the spiritual values of other nations. Seeing what they had 
done in Aghdam we can easily imagine their vandalism in Khojaly, in Aghdaban, 
in Bashlibel and so on. Which nation has “the culture” to dig the graves and steal 
the bones, insult the dead bodies in the territories they invaded, I wonder? 


It is impossible not to read grief on the face of the palace... 


The first place we visited in Aghdam was the palace of Penaheli khan - the khan 
of Qarabagh. He used that palace as a summer house. That historical-architectural 
monument belonging to X VIII century is considered one of the first real properties 
of khan’s generation.The building of the palace-complex containing the 
characteristic features of the eastern architectural style began in the years when 
Penaheli khan started khanate building in Garabagh. Years passed and nice, 
splendid buildings with different architectural styles were built in Aghdam. but the 
palace of Penaheli khan was distinguished among them. The main important gift 
of the palace to the future generation was its connection to the people of 
Azerbaijan, to its historical, national, spiritual values. It is possible to feel it in 
each inch of khan’s palace, it is possible to touch it. During 27 years of occupation 
Armenian vandals couldn’t be able to destroy the spirit of the palace. It is 
impossible not to read grief on the face of the palace which had been separated 
from its real owners... 

This grief is accompanied by the destroyed grave of Khan’s daughter 
Khurshudbanu Natavan in the yard of the palace. Her grave was opened, her bones 
were stolen. The vandalism in the yard of khan’s palace resembles the most tragic 
picture created by the human being. The destroyed graves, the dry trees, the thirsty 
and ownerless crying soil, the fence knocked down by the rocket attack, hollowed 
out dome ...and in the background of this picture immorality of the human being 
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who created all these displays the hatred of human being to other human beings . 
In that picture the immorality of Armenians is seen obviously. 


In Aghdam Juma Mosque 


We are in Juma Mosque. In the mosque built during 1868/1870’s by the 
architect called as Kerbalayi Sefikhan Qarabaghi that combines the features 
belonging to eastern architectural style. Most of us saw that mosque through the 
screens of TV . On February 26 in 1992 this mosque sheltered those who could 
survive from the vandalism of Armenians in Khojaly, and it was the place where 
the martyrs were brought and their funeral ceremony were organized. The dark, 
dim videotapes of that time caused Juma mosque go into the memories like the 
crying temple. As if the tears were frozen there for 27 years, the voices, sounds 
and breathing stopped there. Our fellow-travelers perform namaz in the mosque. 
It was their old wish. I am glad to see their wishes have turned to reality. The 
mosque gets warmer gradually by the breathing of its real owners. The Armenian 
vandals didn’t destroy the mosque . No, don’t think that they respect our religious- 
spiritual values. There are a number of destroyed mosques in Qarabagh... The 
invaders didn’t knock down Juma mosque because they used the mosque as an 
observation post. That was why only the walls of the mosque kept safe. They 
destroyed the minarets of the mosque from within, the ceiling was destroyed from 
some places, the cells and other rooms were knocked down. The inner arrangement 
of the mosque was completely destroyed, the writings engraved on the walls of the 
mosque were crossed out. It appears that those writings stuck into the eyes of our 
enemies like an arrow. Instead on the inner and outer walls of the mosque there 
were written insulting words in Armenian and Russian languages. With those 
words they engraved their real face on the walls. The Armenians used the mosque 
as a Stable for many years. They have trampled underfoot all the rules about 
protecting the historical monuments and values. It is the expression of hatred that 
erupts to the stones from inside of the human being .It is the manifestation of 
ignorance, rudeness and spiritual weakness. 

During his tour to Aghdam after the city was liberated from the invaders the 
president of Azerbaijan Republic, Ilham Aliyev visited Juma mosque. The 
honorable president presented the Koran that he had brought from Mecca to 
Aghdam Juma mosque. Today that holy book is the most valuable thing in that 
mosque. We believe that soon the mosque will be rebuilt and the people will hear 
azan sounds from there. 


Aghdam State Drama Theatre’s “tears of joy” 


Like all the buildings in Aghdam, State Drama Theatre has been in sorrowful 
silence for 27 years. Once being very famous and adding colour to the cultural 
life of the region this theatre has lived the most troubled days. The Armenians 
destroyed this monument of culture after they invaded the city. Though the 
building was ruined, the columns in front of it were survived. I go up to those 
columns and touch them. It seems to me that the columns are shedding “ tears of 
joy” because they are free of captivity. 

The theatre was established in 1902 with the support of eminent playwright 
Abdurrahim bey Haqverdiyev. That is why at present time the theatre is named 
after him. Intensive work was carried out to cause the theatre to start its activity. 
At last, in 1904 the play by M.F.Akhundov “Adventures of veziri-khani Lenkaran” 
and A.Haqverdiyev’s play “Destroyed hearth” were staged in that theatre, so the 
theatre opened its doors to the inhabitants of the city. The building of Aghdam 
State Drama Theatre amazed everybody with its miraculous appearance. A number 
of actors’ generations were formed there. The repertoire of the theatre was always 
rich in the works of the Azerbaijani and world classics. After the occupation of 
Aghdam, the State Drama Theatre lived a refugee life. The theatre continued its 
activity no matter how difficult it was. Today the inhabitants of Aghdam wait 
impatiently the day of restoring of this temple of culture. 


Another saving of the history 


We are travelling towards Qiyasli village. There we shall visit Qiyasli 
mosque, the XVIII century monument, we shall witness with another vandalism of 
the Armenians. From a distance the ruins of the Qiyasli mosque are seen. While 
approaching the mosque we see the traces of Armenian crime ‘engraved” on the 
remainders of the historical monument. There are such crimes which can be 
committed only by the Armenians. In Qiyasli mosque the Armenian vandals 
opened a new trace of the their crimes. The main feature of their crime is that they 
aren’t satisfied by destroying something, they also insult, try to lower. The blood 
running in their veins stimulate them to commit those crimes. The Armenians used 
Qiyasli mosque as a stable for many years. These actions are shame for the 
humanity. It is a stain on the name of humanity. 


Shahbulaq’s Shah’s castle 


We leave Qiyasli village and go towards another historical place where 
Aghdam’s spirit is living- the Shahbulaq Castle. Shahbulaq Castle is situated at 
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a distance of 5 or 6 kilometers from Aghdam city. From a distance the Castle 
draws our attention. It looks like the most grandiose castles of the world I’ve 
seen.It has the colour of the Sun and shines like it. To watch it, to touch it is like to 
touch the most valuable thing of the world. The name of the castle was taken from 
the name of the river Shahbulaq purling near the castle through the woods. The 
miraculous beauty created by the unity of the castle and the river has always 
amazed the inhabitants of Aghdam and the tourists who visited the place. The 
castle was one of the symbols of Aghdam for its appearance and importance. It 
is written in the historical sources that Shahbulaq castle was built during the 
period November 20, 1751 and November 7, 1752 from lime and mountain stones. 

After Aghdam was invaded by the Armenians in 1993, the damned enemies 
started their traditional falsification actions. The mosque inside the castle 
(Shahbulaq mosque), bath-house and spring were destroyed. The intention of the 
Armenians who looked for their falsification under the soil was also buried under 
the lands of Azerbaijan eternally. 


Our hearth will never go out... 


Our tour to Aghdam ended with optimistic notes. When Emin Huseynov a 
special representative to Aghdam appointed by the order of the president of the 
Republic of Azerbayjan Ilham Aliyev presented the head plan of Aghdam, I was 
thinking that the future Aghdam where at least 100 thousand inhabitants will live, 
will turn to a model that would cause the progress of our country. The building 
process implemented in Qarabagh, including Aghdam, will be the parameter of the 
cultural and economical power of Azerbaijan. looking through the head plan of 
Aghdam, we believe that the plan will be carried out earlier than we think. 

We leave Aghdam. Through the window of the bus we see the destroyed 
building of the secondary school number 1 of Aghdam. For now that building 
reminds us of the ruins. Soon a new school will be built there . The school will 
return to its former glory. The creative Azerbaijani people will light such a torch in 
Aghdam that its light will spread all around. The light of that torch will give light 
to the eyes of our friends, and will touch the eyes of our enemies like a cinder. 


Boyukagha Mikayilli 
The secretary of Education Council of the Republic of Azerbayjan 
Baku-Aghdam-Baku 


Translator: Sevil Gulten 
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